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INTRODUCTION

Mahragan Alkeraza 2012

As we celebrated the conclusion of last year’s Mahragan with the distribution of the 

trophies for the first place winners, we are grateful for God’s blessings.  We were blessed 

in so many ways, as we  experienced Christ as our life and our role model. We were also 

 blessed with a worldwide participation, with over 140 Churches representing more 

than 20 countries in the 2011 Mahragan Competition.

The theme this year is “Be Transformed”.  To be truly transformed, we need to answer the 

following questions: 

1. Do I want to be changed?

2. Why should I change?

3. Who should I ask so I can change?

4. How do I change?

5. How can I change others?

We hope all of you will participate in the Mahragan activities this year, and encourage 

everyone you know to join us in one of the greatest annual events, presented by our 

mother, the Coptic Orthodox Church.
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May God bless the 2012 Mahragan and the efforts of all the 

participants and the coordinators of the Mahragan activities, through the 

prayers of our beloved father Pope Shenouda III.
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John and his sister Maro are playing 
in the park when Peter and his sister 
Karen come and join them.

John:  Wow! I’m tired! Let’s go sit 
under the tree over there. Why is 
there only one tree in the whole 
park?

Karen comes and sits under the tree. 

Karen: What a beautiful tree! Of 
course none of you know where it 
came from. I know everything and 
I’ll tell you.

John: We all know, the factory made 
it.

Peter: John’s right!

Karen: Of course not! They bought it from a big Supermarket and 
they put it here.

Peter: Yup, they got it from the Supermarket.

Tree: That’s not right! 

Maro: Who’s talking? There’s no one else in the park. Let’s get out 
of here.

Karen: Maro, don’t be afraid. Why are you always so scared? 

Tree: Don’t be afraid. I am the Tree of Stories and I have the 
answers to all your questions. Do you want to know how I came 
to be?

i want to change
for the better
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The kids: How?

Tree: I was a small seed that God made. The gardener took me and planted 
me in the soil, so I grew into a big tree. The gardener kept watering me and 
took care of me, so God made me grow. 

The kids: Were you the only one that grew?

Tree: Of course not, the same thing happened with all the plants and the trees.

Karen: So where are all the other trees?

Tree: Come inside and you’ll see.

When they go inside the Tree of Stories, they find many 
beautiful trees. Their favourite tree has pictures of people 
hanging on it. They ask the Tree of Stories if they can have 
their pictures there too. 

Tree: To have your pictures on the tree like them, you 
have to know how to plant each of these strange seeds in 
the right place.

John:  Where are those strange seeds?

Maro:  How would we know the right place?

The Tree of Stories gives them five seeds of different 
colours.

Tree: Each one of you should take a seed and plant it in a pot of the same colour.
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John: I’ll take the red 
seed and plant it in a red 
pot. I also have to water 
it so it can become a big 
tree.

John looks everywhere for water. He finds a watering can beside an old chariot. While he’s running to 
get it, he trips on his shoelaces, falls and hits the chariot.

John: Ouch! This always happens to me! I’ll never change! My mom keeps telling me to tie my 
shoelaces and I never listen.

John tries to get up  but he falls again and hits the chariot one more time.

Chariot: Watch out! Be careful!

John: Where is this voice coming from? Who’s talking to me?

Chariot: I’m here. I’m the old chariot... but not just any chariot.

John: What do you mean? Who are you?

Chariot: I come from a very famous 
family. My grandfathers carried kings 
and ministers, and my name is even 
written in the Bible in the Book of Acts.

John: Why are you famous?

Chariot: Come... I’ll tell you my family’s 
story.
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The Faith of the Minister of the Ethiopian Queen

(Acts 8:27-39)

My Grandpa told me that one day, while he was coming back from Jerusalem, 
an Ethiopian man was on board. This man was the minister of the Ethiopian 
Queen. He heard him reading in a loud voice the Word of God from the Book of 
Isaiah, but he didn’t understand what he was reading. He heard Philip the deacon 

asking him…

Philip:  Do you understand 
what you’re reading?

The Ethiopian: How can I 
understand, unless someone 
guides me? Can you please 
come sit and explain it to me?

John: It seems that he was a 
very good man. I like the fact 
that he wanted to understand. 
What happened after that?

Chariot: Philip explained to the Ethiopian man 
that the words he was reading were about our 
Lord Jesus. When Philip was done, the man was 
very happy because he knew everything about 
our Lord Jesus. He wanted to change and be a 
Christian, like you John. 

John: What do you mean? He wanted to be 
baptized?

Chariot: Yes! That’s why when Grandpa came by 
some water, the man said…

Ethiopian: May I be baptized?

Philip: If you believe with all your heart, you may.

Ethiopian: 

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts: 8:37 

Memory verseMemory verse
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John: I’m sure that 
Philip baptized him 

because he wanted 
to change and become a 

follower of Christ.

Chariot: That’s right! Philip stopped the 
chariot. They both went down to the water and 
Philip baptized him. When they came out of 
the water, the man went back to his country 
rejoicing that he had changed and became a 
Christian. 

John: So the Ethiopian man changed and became a follower of Christ. What a wonderful story!

Chariot: I like my Grandpa’s story. I tell it to everyone I meet, so they can learn to change, be better 
and rejoice like the Ethiopian man. 

John: Are you asking me to change too? I’m so tired of this word. My mom and my friends keep 
telling me  to dress nicely, listen carefully and so on…

Chariot: If you don’t want to hear it again, try to do what they’re asking. Didn’t you say that your 
mom is asking you to be  better in everything you do? If you listen, you’ll be happy and make 
everyone around you 
happy.

John: Okay! I promise.

John ties his shoes, 
buttons his shirt, takes 
the  watering can and 
starts watering his seed. 
Because it’s a strange seed, 
it immediately grows and 
becomes a big tree. John is 
very happy when he sees 
his picture on the tree and 
also because, for the first 
time, he could run without 
tripping! 
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Activity

Baptizing 
The Ethiopian Man



12

Connect the dots in order from 1 to 14

Activity

Philip Teaches
The Ethiopian Man
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Maro takes the yellow seed. She’s worried 
because the watering can is empty and the river 
is far away. She doesn’t know what to do. 

Maro:  What am I gonna do? I’m afraid I won’t 
be able to plant my seed. The water is far and 
it’s very windy. The wind will blow my seed 
away. That’s it! I won’t plant it... But then I won’t 
have a tree with my picture like all my friends. 
I’m not sure what to do. I have to stop worrying. 
It’s enough that I didn’t wear my new dress 
because I was afraid to go by myself into my 
room.

Cloud: What’s wrong? Why are you nervous? 
Are you always worried like this?

Maro runs when she hears the voice coming from above.

Cloud:  Maro, don’t be afraid. I’m the Cloud, I will help you.

Maro: Cloud? You’re going to help me? I’m so scared! Why did I come here?

Cloud: Don’t be scared Maro. God 
created me to help you.

Maro: How are you going to help me 
anyway?

Cloud: Don’t you know that I’m the one 
who provides the water for the plants?

Maro:  What? So can you water my 
seed?

Cloud: Of course! But first there has to 
be strong winds so that I’ll start to pour 
water.

why should i 
change?
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Maro: No I don’t like strong wind! I’m afraid of the sound. No, no! I don’t 
want to water my seed.

Cloud: Don’t be afraid from the wind Maro. You remind me of a story…

Maro: What story?

The Calming of the Storm
(Mark 4:35-41)

Cloud: After a long day of teaching the crowds and healing the sick, our Lord Jesus told His disciples 
“Let us cross over to the other side”. So they all went in a boat with our Lord Jesus and my friend, the 
other Cloud, was there. 

Maro: There is nothing scary in this story. 
If the disciples were in the boat with Jesus, 
why were they scared?

Cloud: Wait! Suddenly a great windstorm 
arose and the waves tossed the boat, so 
that the boat started to fill with water. The 
disciples were scared.  

Maro: Didn’t you say that our Lord Jesus 
was with them? 

Cloud: Yes, but they were still scared. They 
went to Jesus and woke Him up. They said 
to Jesus: “Teacher, we’re going to die!”

Maro: What did Jesus do?

Cloud: Our Lord Jesus rebuked the wind, and said 
to the sea, “Peace, be still!” Immediately, the wind 
stopped. The sea also listened to our Lord and it was 
calm. Jesus then told His disciples, “why are you so 
fearful?”

Maro: That’s right! I’m always fearful. Why should I fear 
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if the Lord Jesus is always with me? My mom always tells me, “Maro, if you’re 
afraid of anything, always do the sign of the Cross and remember the Word of 
God:

Now I know what I should do. Thank you for this very nice story. Would you please excuse me? I have 
something really important to do. 

Maro takes the watering can and runs towards the water. She fills it up and goes back to water her 
seed. Immediately...

Maro: Wow! The plant grew and became a beautiful tree. My picture is there too! Thank you God, 
from now on, I will never be fearful because You are with me. 

“Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” Matthew 14:27 

Memory verseMemory verse
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Activity

“Peace, Be Still!”
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Activity

Jesus Calms
The Storm

Find 17 differences between the two pictures.
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Karen plants the green seed. She thinks she 
knows everything and she never listens to 
anyone because she thinks she’s the best.

Karen: Okay, here’s the green seed. Why 
should I plant it in a green pot? What’s the 
difference? I know that any seed needs soil 
and water to grow. Here’s the soil and here’s 
the water.

Karen didn’t plant the green seed in the 
right place because she thinks that she 
understands everything and doesn’t need to 
learn anything. 

Karen: My tree is gonna be the best. I planted the seed and I watered it. Wait a minute… How come 
the plant didn’t grow? It’s supposed to be a big tree by now! What did I do wrong? 

gardener: You planted it right, but not in the right place. Do you know why?

Karen: I know everything. Just wait and see, my plant will grow. I don’t need any help.

Karen and the gardener stand beside the plant waiting, but 
like the gardener said, the plant did not grow because Karen 
wouldn’t follow instructions.

Karen: Please, tell me why my tree won’t grow like my 
friends’.

gardener: You have to listen and plant your seed in the 
green pot.

Finally, Karen listens and plants the seed in the green pot, 
and immediately it grew into a beautiful tree, with Karen’s 
picture on it. 

Karen:  My tree grew! I learned my lesson. I’ll listen to 
people who know more than I do.

who should i ask 
so i can change?
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gardener: Good job Karen! You were successful in planting your seed, and 
you learned that you don’t have to know everything. A smart person is one 
who listens and learns, just like the king who was a little boy and learned from 
the High Priest in the past.

Karen: A king who was a little boy? Tell me his story please. Who was he?

The Enthronement of Jehoash
(2 Kings 11:1-4), (2 Kings 12: 2 & 6-7)

gardener: Jehoash, who was also known as Joash, 
became a king when he was a little boy. His story is 
amazing. His father’s sister who was also the High 
Priest’s wife took him when he was a baby, hid him 
and nursed him in the house of the Lord.

Karen: Why would she do that?

gardener: She wanted to hide him from Athaliah, 
the bad queen, who wanted to hurt him. 

Karen: Why would Queen Athaliah want to hurt 
him?

gardener: Because Jehoash was supposed to be the 
king, but she made herself queen instead of him.

Karen: So how did he become a king?

gardener: The High Priest helped him, and made 
him king. He taught him to rule according to the 
Word of God. He used to listen to the High Priest and 
do everything as he instructed. That’s why when he 
grew up and found that the temple needed some 
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repairs, he knew what to do with the help of the High Priest. The temple was 
repaired and became a beautiful building. He ruled in a way that pleased 

God.

Karen: I was wrong. Even though he was a king, Jehoash still listened to older people.

gardener: Karen you too learned how to listen. You planted your seed in the green pot and followed 
the verse that says:

“Therefore take heed how you hear.” Luke 8:18

Memory verseMemory verse
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Activity

Seven Year Old
King Jehoash
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Activity

The Young King
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how do i change?

The gardener leaves Karen. He cleans the blue 
pot and goes to put it in its place. He notices that 
Peter is standing far looking at him, holding the 
blue seed. 

gardener: Why are you looking at me? 

The gardener is surprised that Peter isn’t 
answering him. He calls him a few times…

gardener: Are you shy?

Peter nods.

gardener: No, don’t be shy. Did you need any 
help planting the blue seed?

Peter: Well yes, I wanted to ask where to get the water from, but I’m not good with words. 

gardener: But Peter, you still need to plant your seed or you’re gonna fall behind.

Peter: I know I’ll fall behind. I always do. Every 
time I wanna do something that I don’t know 
how to do, I’m shy to ask. I really want to change 
and not be shy again. 

gardener: I’ll tell you a story of someone who 
thought he was shy and didn’t know how 
to speak, but he was able to change and do 
everything that God asked him to do.
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Moses The Brave Leader 

(Exodus 3:1-11 & 4:1-12, 17 & 5:1 & 17: 1, 5-6)

One day God spoke to Moses and told him 
to go to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to ask 

him to let His people go so they can worship Him. 
But Moses excused himself saying: “I am slow of speech and slow 
of tongue.” But God reassured him saying: “Who has made man’s 
mouth? Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach 
you what you shall say. Take your brother Aaron and your rod with 
you.”

Peter: Wow! Moses was able to go to Pharaoh and ask him to let the people go to worship God?

gardener: Of course Peter! Moses 
went many times and asked Pharaoh 
to let the people go, but Pharaoh didn’t 
listen. So God revealed His power 
through many miracles in front of 
Pharaoh, that he finally agreed to let 
the people go. Moses walked with the 
Israelites, and every time they were in 
trouble or needed something, Moses 
asked God and God told him what to 
do. 

Peter: Really?

“I will be with your mouth.” Exodus 4:12

Memory verseMemory verse
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gardener: Yes, one day, the 
Israelites were walking in the 
desert after they left Egypt. They 
were thirsty, and they wanted water 
to drink. So Moses asked God and 
God told him: “Take your rod and strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it.”

Peter: Moses was able to do all this, even though he said 
that he didn’t know how to speak?  I promise that even if 
I’m shy, I’ll still do my best. Now, do you know where I can 
get water for my seed?

The gardener shows Peter 
where to get water. Peter fills 
his watering can and plants 
his seed which grows into a big 
tree with his picture on it. 
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Activity

God Speaks
To Moses
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Activity

The Burning
Bush

  Help Moses find the burning bush
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After the kids plant their seeds, 
the seeds grow into trees with 
their pictures on them. Suddenly, 
something strange happened!

John: Woah! My picture isn’t on the 
tree!

Karen: Yeah! Mine is gone too!

Peter: After all this trouble, I can’t 
find my picture!

Maro: How is it possible after all this hard work? I have to know what happened.

Karen: Let’s go ask the gardener where all the pictures went.

The kids run to the gardener and ask him.

gardener: Your pictures are gone because you didn’t plant the fifth seed. 

Peter: Who said anything about planting the fifth seed? 
Each one of us planted his seed!

gardener: When you plant the fifth seed, you’ll 
understand.

Karen: So where do we plant it?

gardener: Plant it in the white pot that is behind this 
rock over there.

Maro: This huge rock is blocking the way. We won’t be 
able to reach the white pot.

Peter: Let’s help each other and try to move it.

how can i change 
others?
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They try to move the rock. When the rock found them working hard together, 
the rock begins to speak.

Rock: Who are you and why do you want me to move?

Maro: What? The rock is talking!

Peter: We are working together trying to move you so we can plant the seed in the right place.

Rock: Wow! You remind me of a story about the people who gathered to move not just a rock, but a 
whole mountain! 

The Miracle of Moving the Mountain

of El-Mokatam

A long time ago, the governor of Egypt told Pope Abraam Eben Zaraa, that there is a verse in the 
Bible that says that if you have faith, you can move mountains! The governor insisted that he should 
move the mountain of El-Mokatam to prove that their faith is true.

John: Who is Pope Abraam Eben Zaraa? How can a huge mountain move? We can’t even move a 
small rock!

gardener: Pope Abraam Eben Zaraa was the 62nd Pope of Alexandria. When he heard this request 
from the governor, he asked all the Christians to fast and pray for three days, so that God can do a 
miracle and move the mountain. 

Karen: What happened after they fasted and 
prayed?

gardener: On the third day, St. Mary appeared 
to the Pope and told him: “Don’t be afraid, God 
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heard your prayers. Go outside now and you will find a man carrying a jar 
of water. God will perform the 

miracle through him.” So the 
Pope went out, and as St. Mary 

said, he found the man whose 
name was Simon and took him in the 

Church. Simon told the Pope what to do 
for the mountain move. 

Rock: Wait! I’ll tell you what I saw and heard on that day 
at the mountain. I saw Pope Anba Abraam Eben Zaraa, 
Simon and the whole congregation standing on one side 
of the mountain. On the other side, the governor and his 
guards were standing. After they prayed the mass, the 
congregation bowed down saying Kyrie Eleyson “Lord 
have mercy” 400 times. When the Pope made the sign 
of the Cross on the mountain, the mountain rose to the 
point that everyone could see the sun under it. Every time 
they bowed down, the mountain would go up and down 
with them. The miracle happened and the mountain was 
moved. That’s why it was called “El-Mokatam” because the 
mountain broke when it moved from its original place. 
The governor believed that the verse in the Bible was true.

Through their prayers and fasting, the Pope, Simon and 
the whole congregation were able to share in moving the mountain, and you too did the same by 
helping each other move me. That’s why I will move out of your way, so you can plant your seed. 
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The children: Hurray! The rock moved! Let’s plant our seed.

The kids plant the last seed, which grows into a beautiful tree. They see their 
pictures back on their trees.

gardener: Well done! When you helped each other out, you did exactly what the 
verse is asking you to do:

It was important that you planted the fifth seed to learn that when you help each other, you can 
change many things. 

The kids are happy that they planted their seeds, and see their pictures on the trees. They’re even 
happier with the last tree because it had all their pictures. They say good-bye to the gardener and 
decide to put in practice everything they learned that day. 

 

 “Everyone helped his neighbour.” Isaiah 41:6

Memory verseMemory verse
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PSALM 113 (112 AGPEYA)

Praise the Lord! Praise O Servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord! Blessed the 
name of the Lord from this time forth and forevermore. From the rising of the sun to its 
going down the Lord’s name is to be praised. The Lord is high above all nations, His glory 
above the heavens. Who is like the Lord our God, Who dwells on high, Who humbles 
Himself to behold the things that are in the heavens and in the earth? He raises the poor 
out of dust, and lifts the needy out of the ash heap, that He may seat him with princes, 
with the princes of His people. He grants the barren women a home, like a joyful mother of 
children. Alleluia 

memorization
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Hymns & Tasbeha

Coptic Language

Drama & Mime

Creative Writing

Arts

Sports

For more information about Mahragan activities please visit the 
Mahragan website at:  www.mahragan.ca 
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